Address
Correction
Requested

Vol. 8 No. 3

label

A non-profit

Corporation

BULK RATE
PAID

Permit No. 2
" 'Weimar, CA
95736

Box A, Welmar, CA 95736

March 1984

Geosmentlst Challenges Evolut|on

The recent volcanic - act1v1ty
around the world has sparked intense in-
terest both from scientists and Christians
alike. Seventh-day Adventist Christians
even more so as they recollect certain

quotes from their inspired writer who con- -

fesses such activity as signs heralding the
second coming of Christ.

Dr. Clyde Webster, geochemist from the
Geoscience Research Institute in Loma

Linda, came to Weimar February 25-26 to -

dlscuss such volcanic phenomena and
other geological interests pertment to the
Scriptures.

Beginning early Friday afternoon, Dr.

Webster showed slides from Mt. St. He-
lens. Having had the opportunity to fly in
and around the mountain several times
after the blast, he was able to do some
close-up study. As scenes of devastation

flashed upon the screen, Dr. Webster de- § -

scribed the nature of volcanoes, their rock
formation, the development of events that
led to the May 18 explosion and finally its
traceable damage and destruction to the

 surrounding area—in short, a condensed .
" dom of God’s word.

course on-volcanism.

Friday evening, Dr. Webster discussed
the ancient wisdom of the past and its con-
flict with sacred writings. He showed the
exact parallel which marks the same con-
flicts we face today between science and
the Scriptures. He challenged emperical
" . observation over and above the Scriptures,
declaring such a view as the deception
first introduced into the garden by Satan—
the observable evidence of the forbidden
fruit, pleasant to the eyes, pleasurable to
the taste, and thus good for food.

Dr. Webster concluded that the conflicts
will not cease until man stops trying to jus-
tify himself by proving God wrong, and
like Job (1) admit his wisdom as finite and
meaningless, (2) confess that no purpose is
beyond the wisdom and power of God, and

then (3) experience that one-on-one per-
sonal relationship with Christ.

He warned, however, that to disregard
these three steps toward God will even-
tually, knowingly or unknowingly, cause a
person to take the side of Satan. He pointed
out the  compelling, overwhelming evi-
dence toward evolution and thus the need
- for a firm faith in the Scriptures. There is

no need for concern if we cannot answer
the Creator’s questions, he assured, be-
cause, while Job could not answer these
questlons 2,000 years ago, God’s word was
andis st111 a sufficient guide upon which to
base one’s life and values.

Sabbath morning, Dr. Webster spoke at

‘the Grass Valley Church, revealing the ul-
timate end of those who hold on to the
model of theistic evolution. He explained
the major problem with science as it re-
lates to time—vast penods against a short
chronology; modern science vs. sacred
Scripture.

He outlined the message of our churchas

a message giving glory to the Creator,
worshiping Him Who made heaven and
earth and the Sabbath as its eternal memo-
rial of His creative power. He showed the
unfortunate philosophy many of our people

Dr Webster compares the ancient wisdom of Job’s time as it relates to the
scientific. wisdom.of today and its apparent separatlon from the true wns

hold in ,trymg to harmomze Scripture with
science in theistic evolution—that of God
cooperating with an evolutxomstlc
timetable.

If this is to persist in denominational
thought, he warned, the only conclusion is
to throw out the fxrst eleven chapters of
Genesis. But to tinker with these eleven
immediately effects all other portions of
Scripture, save James, Ruth and one or
two of the Minor Prophets.

It then becomes easy to rationalize other
passages until the Bible eventually falls
into the category of periodical literature,

ot

supporting mythological stories and
human fantasies. What then happens to
Christ our Savior and promises of eternal
life?

Tracing a more plausible answer to
time, Dr. Webster suggested the earth as
in existence before time began. Time itself
is only meaningful inside the framework of
sin, since to God a day may be a thousand
years or a thousand years a day. Thus the
earth, hanging in space void and formless
for an indefinite time, hardly becomes im-
portant until sin itself makes an entrance.
This of course hardly weakens the cre-

ation, for with a pre—emstmg earth, the lit-
eral seven days of creation come as a
garment to clothe the empty, formless
void with teeming life and profound
beauty. '

Dr. Webster concluded by again making
plain the necessity of a literal seven-day
creation as it relates to the sacred writings
and our eternal salvation. For to believe in
theistic evolution blots out God as a Cre-
ator, blots out man as being created in the
image of his Creator, and finally in the end
blots out the work of Chnst and His change
in our lives.

Sabbath afternoon, Dr. Webster, while
reading poetic lines, shared slides of na-
ture as seen by a geologist who after the
hard struggles of scientific interpretation
finds rest within the sanctum of the nat-

~ ural world.

Finally, to end the weekend, Dr. Webster
gave a two-hour presentation Sunday
morning on a variety of technical difficul-
ties and explanatlons concerning geolog-
ists—rapid . uranium - deposits, isotope

. measurements, and. other pertinent. scien-
" tific knowledge. A’ Questlon and answer pe-

riod provided -a unique opportunity for
some deep and searching explanations into
creationism.

In all, the weekend was very rewardmg,
provxdmg a wide range of interest to all
those involved, stimulating the mind, and
giving a wider picture of God, His wisdom,
His creative power and HlS sustaining

- love.

Two tapes of the lectures by Clyde
Webster are now available. To order, send
$7.00 to Weimar Tape Ministry, Box A,
Weimar, CA 95736. California Resxdents
add 6% tax. -

The Goal of Adventist Higher

By Paul Hawks

In 1874 the Seventh-day Adventist
Church established its first college in
Battle Creek, Michigan. The purpose of
that college was to train and educate
young people for Christian service, but
even more specifically to prepare Ad-
ventist youth to serve their church and
hasten the coming of Christ. -

One hundred and ten years have come
and gone. Thousands of students have
completed their {raining in more than 75
colleges around the world associated with
the Adventist faith. Many-of these have ei-
ther gone to work for the Church or have
been invutved in self-supporting ministries

of various kinds. And many others have -

succeeded in businesses and professions,
giving generously of their means to sup-
port the work of the worldwide Church.
But with all these accomplishments, the
Seventh-day Adventist message and mis-
sion have not made the impact the Church-
had envisioned. Christian education on the

college level has not yet reached its poten-
tial.
We certainly should not be so simplistic

as to blame Christian education for the -
supposed delay in Christ’s return. There.

are many factors involved, I am sure. But
I would suggest that a part of the responsi-
bility for the fulfillment of the Church’s
mission lies in its institutions of higher
learning. And a significant aspect\of the

'EduCaﬁon

operation of Adventist colleges is the per-
ception of the mission of Seventh-day Ad-
.ventist higher education.

~ Adventists are familiar with Ellen
White’s statement that “True educa-
tion...is the harmonious development of
the physical, the mental and the spiritual
powers. It prepares the student for the joy
of service in this world and for the higher

Continued on page 2

our image...” Does that mean that the sen-
sitive feehngs of my heart are but an
image of what is in His heart?

I see an animal hurting, and a tear wells
up in my heart.

. I watch a kitten turn a ball of yarn into a
hopeless tangle around itself, and.I can’t
suppress the giggles.

I listen to a skilled musician and am
awed at his precision and the beauty of her
performance. -

1 see someone lonely and afraid and un-

[Lable to reach out for help or comfort and

AndGodsald “Letusmakemanm‘

" my heart tears with desire to encourage‘

and help.

1 receive a flower from a friend, and my
heart glows warm.

I catch the breezes of a spring morning,
and I want to sing and skip and dance.

1 see the light of understanding dawn in
‘the eyes-of someone who has been con-
fused, and broken and in despair, and my
face suddenly wears a smile.

Are these responses an indivation of
what God is like? I wonder.

Have a blessed Sabbath day!

—Mary Jo Canaday
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Is Like Thls

Second in a series

esus was reclining at the banquet
tablein the home of Simon, a Pharisee. On
one side was Lazrus, whom Jesus had re-
cently raised from the dead. On the other
was Simon, whom Jesus had earlier healed
of the dreaded disease, leprosy. A number
of friends and disciples filled out the list of
guests. Martha was serving the meal while
 her sister Mary had slipped in unnoticed to
listen to everything Jesus had to say.
Mary was about the only one to take
Jesus seriously when He spoke of His im-
pending death. She felt that she just had to
do something to express her love and grat-
itude for the ways He had related to her.
He had treated her kindly when she had
been dragged before Him after being
caught “in the very act of adultry”; He
had forgiven her sins; He had given her
new reason to live; He had raised her

Robert L. Fillman ;
brother Lazrus from the grave. And so she
annointed His feet with expensive perfume
and dried them with her hair. She intended
this to be a personal, private expression,
but spikenard cannot be opened secretly in
a crowd. Instantly she was the center of at-
traction.

Simon was embarrassed at this devel-
opment. He sensed that some of his guests

Higher Education continued

joy of wider service in the world to come.”
(Education, page 13)
- These lofty ideals have been articulated
by the leadership of every Adventist col-
lege since those words were first published
in 1903. But somehow they have seldom
come into clear focus in the actual practice
of education. Even the formation of Battle
Creek College revealed a lack of total
agreement as to the college’s purpose.
- Mrs. White favored a significant amount of
manual and religious education, but the
curriculum in the early years of Battle
Creek College was very little different
from the conventional education offered in
the colleges of the day (SDA Encyclo-
pedia, 1st ed., page 37).

Even in recent decades we have found it
difficult fo give a clear focus to the mission
of our colleges. We have attempted to ac-
commodate a very broad spectrum of Sev-

- enth-day Adventist ambitions and
lifestyles. And this has become increas-
ingly difficult as the diversity of Adventist
beliefs, behaviors, attitudes and values
has increased. I would suggest that the at-

tempt to serve all the constituent elements
of the Church has drained the energies,
sapped the economy, and diffused the pur-
pose of higher education in Christian col-
leges, including those of the Adventist
faith.

Several years ago a study by McKinsey
& Company, a management consulting
firm, analyzed 37 successful U. S. corpora-
tions and found one thing they all had in
common: sharply-focused -goals. They-all

emphasized one fundamental value. They

dldn’th'ytobealltlungstoallpeople Is.

there possibly a lesson here for the mstltu-
tions of Christian education?

Another argument in favor of specific,
focused objectives is raised by the 80/20
principle, first articulated by Vilfredo Pa-
reto, a nineteenth-century Italian econo-
mist. The 80/20 principle suggests that
with any given set of items approximately
80% of the value of those items will be
found in approximately 20% of the ltems,
and conversely. The human tendency is to
spend about 80% of one’s time doing those
things which bring only 20% of the value.
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did not approve of Jesus’ behavior. Many

* -of them knew that Mary did not have a sa-

vory past. Simon thought to himself, ‘“This
Man, if He were a prophet, would have

. known who and what manner of woman

tl.lis is that toucheth Him: for she is a
sinner.”

Jesus knew exactly what Simon was
thinking. He also knew that Simon had
been the one who had led Mary into sin in
order for her to be “caught in the very
act”. This was His perfect opportunity to
teach Simon a thing or two. What better oc-
casion could one want to expose him for
what he was in front of all these guests —
while at the same time proving who He
was by revealing the secrets of Simon’s

- mind. You and I might reason that way,

but my God is not like that.

Instead, Jesus told Simon a little story
about two debtors who had been forgiven
— one a little, the other much. And He told
it in such a way that Simon knew that He

knew, but did not let anyone else know.
Jesus knew that if he had placed Simon on
the defensive he would not have been able
to listen to the lesson he needéed to hear.
Because Jesus treated Simon with ‘com-
passion and protected him from exposure,
he gave himself to Jesus and became a
faithful disciple.

Jesus showed us that God’s way of
dealing with people is to do everything pos-
sible to preserve their dignity. Because He
loves them dearly, His primary purpose is
to draw them to Himself — not to expose,
embarrass or humiliate. By creating an at-
mosphere of loving acceptance, growth
points can be approached without de-
fensiveness. As they see that He can be
trusted with the secrets of their lives, as
they see that no matter what they have
done He still wants a restored relationship,
as they see that He only wants what is best

“for them, they are drawn to a God who is

-like that.

The obvious conclusion to be drawn is that
greater efficiency and effectiveness will
result from concentrating more effort on
the 20% which brings 80% of the value. An
institution cannot long survive if it triesto
be all things to all people.

Surely a people who believe in the immi-
nent return of Christ would be concerned
with efficiency and effectiveness in fulfil-
ling the commission of Christ. And surely
in a time of economic and philosophical
stress the survival of an organization may
hinge on its ability to sharpen its focus and
clarify its objectives.

What is the purpose of Adventist hlgher
education? Many North American Advent-
ists have come to believe that a college ed-
ucation is a goal worth pursuing
regardless of its contribution to the mis-

'sion"and message of the Church.-Arts and ¥

sciences for their own sake, and vocational
training for its own benefits, are emerging
as fundamental values in some Adventist

minds.

Such attitudes are in sharp contrast to
the purposes that Ellen White and many
other early Adventists saw for establishing
Christian colleges —to prepare committed
Christians for lives of Spirit-filled service
to God, hastening the return of Christ. At
present, however, many Christian colleges
make it quite easy for students to feel com-
fortable pursuing the great middle-class
values of material prosperity, social and

. professional prestige, cultural sophisti-

cation, and plenty of “good times” — often
at the expense of genuine confidence in the
message of the Church, genuine commit-
ment to the mission of the Church, and
sympathetic understanding of the prob-
lems faced by the leadership of the
Church. When this occurs we do nof have
“Christian Education” in the truest sense.

In the 1950°’s Frank Gaebelein, a Protes-
tant educator, observed: ‘‘We have a great
deal to say about God-centered, Christ
oriented, Bible-based education, but in ac-
tual practice we are not doing nearly.
enough of it.”

He continues, “In respect to a thorough-
going integration of Christ and the Bible
with the whole institution, with all depart-
ments of study, with all kinds of student
activities, with all phases of administra-
tion, there remains much land to be taken”
(The Pattern of God’s Truth, pages 15 and
16).

Do Gaebelein’s comments have any rele-
vance to Christian education in the 1980’s?
Possibly so, if our teaching, our curricula,
our personal conversations, and our lei-
sure activities reveal a major interest in
the values, the goods, the pleasures and
the recognition of this world.

Who can deny that at times we are more
preoccupied with the cultures of earth than

the society of heaven? Who can deny that
we offen seek the praise of men more than
the praise of God? And who can deny that
we at times generate more excitement
about the return of our income tax than the
return of Christ? I must admit my own
weaknesses in these points.

Adventists rely largely on the New Tes-
tament for the doctrines of justification by
faith and the second coming of Christ, and
yet we have only slightly grasped the zpos-
tolic perspective of pilgrimage and the ur-
gent expectation of the return of Christ.
New Testament writings do not allow for a

! “settlin in” with the cultures of this world,
" but urge a life which exists only for the
purposes of ministry and evangelism.

Jesus boldly proclaimed, “No one can
serve two masters...You cannof serve both
God-and: money.”>: The +apostle::John.:ap- :.
pealed, ‘Do not love the world or anything
in the world.” Christian education must
truly seek first the kingdom of God, and
then trust God to fulfill its other apparent
needs.

If we are to receive the blessing of God
we must learn to live in the expectancy of
the Second Coming more than the expec-
tancy of a second income. We must learn
to love Jesus more than we love our dis-
ciples of study. We must desire the New
Jerusalem more than new curricula, new
equipment-or new facilities. We must look
for ways to increase enrollment in the
Lamb’s Book of Life more than ways to in-
crease enroliments in our classes. We
must believe in God’s promise and act
upon them.

What could Christian colleges do to
move toward economic and philosophical '
stability during the eighties — forgetting
what is behind and pressing toward the
mark of the high calling of Christ Jesus?
They could, for one thing, determine to
make every course of study a preparation
for ministry — teaching students to make
service for the Lord the primary purpose
of their education, not the optional sideline
of the careers for which they prepare. A
significant amount of course work and
practical experience could be devoted to
the ministry dimensions of the career or
vocation the student is pursuing. And stu-
dents could select vocations which could
be used both as a ministry and a means of
personal financial support.

Christians have only scratched the sur-
face in making genuine and unique min-
istries out of careers such as retail
business, auto mechanics, commercial
art, interior design, carpentry, speech pa-
thology, data processing, journalism an
many others. The same applies to the aca- -
demic disciplines such as history, English,
physics, etc. And even the health profes-
Continued on page 6



Newstart Health Center'

A Pretty Drastic Revelahon — But

By Levi B. Edgecombe
February NEWSTART -

Session (Jan. 29 - Feb. 23)
as told to Stephen Hawkins

) I first heard about NEWSTART
from some friends who were very con-
cerned about my terrific weight gain—150
Ibs. in the past 4% years. They had my
wife and I over for dinner and gave me Ern
Baxter’s book, “I Almost Died”” and en-
couraged me to go to Weimar.

About 2 weeks later, after finishing the
book, the Spirit impressed me that these
people could help me lose weight. Though I
_perceived no other real health problem,
my tremendous 416 pound weight gain
really scared me, and I decided to go.

On the way down I stopped in Portiand
for a 40 oz. steak, ate a huge breakfast in
Eureka, California, and then in Auburn ate

my “last” supper involving 2 giant ham-,

burgers, a mess of fries, and a shake.

For a couple of days the diet here was
horrible—drastically different—mostly
because of the lack of salt. But in time I
came to enjoy it and have found it to be
quite tasty.

1 lost 22 1bs. in 22 days and still eat 1400
1500 calories a day. I've been on other diets
of 600 calories but I received no real ben-
efit from them. Here not only have I lost a
significant amount of weight but I can feel
satisfied while doing it!

My cholesterol has dropped from 197 to
147, my triglycerides from 149 to 117, and
my glucose from 118 to 92 in only 2 weeks’
time.

Pve always been brainwashed to believe

one-has:to"have great-amounts:of protein -

from meat in order to survive, but after 2
weeks on this diet of grains, fruits and veg-
etables, my protein blood test has heen the
same. Obviously you can get the same
- amount of protein without meat. This
whole program has been a pretty drastic
revelation!
I have a great deal of confidence in this

Mr. and Mrs. Levi Edgecomb

program because of What it has done for
me personally.

I’ve probably been most impressed with
the staff, the physicians, and the students
who work with us. They are more than just
Christian in name; they are real living
Christians. It is so obvious.

I have heard of other places that give the
same factual data. But here with factual
data combined with Christian people it
makes all the difference in the world.
These people are truly servants—they
give. It’s only a pity there’s not more ad-
vertisement for this place. More people
need fo be here.

real blessing. She told me later that if I had
come home with all this stuff she’d have

thought I had gone nuts. But together we.

see the results and plan to continue the
program. 4
Because of the time planning and sched-

uling here, I see real excitement for the fu--

ture. Times for exercise, meals, and

Since my wife has come alongit’s beena-

i

bedtime I feel are very important to
heighten our results.
With more energy than ever before I can

" be thankful for this program. But most of
all since I’'m a Christian it has meant a lot tact:

Excﬂement For The Future

failure and excuse of futility are routed.
Denise, Levi’s wife, has been his best

- support and encourager. To know and live

God’s way in their age thirties is the best
investment they can make toward useful
service in financial planning and nursing

careers. We thank the Lord for their active =

love for Him.
Sidney Nixon, M.D.
NEWSTART Physician

1984 NEWSTART Schedule
Following are the dates for
Weimar’s NEWSTART Health
Center Programs:

APRIL 15-MAY 10
MAY 13-JUNE 7

JUNE 10-JUNE 15
NEWSTART Alumni

- JUNE 24-JULY 19
JULY 22-AUGUST 15

-For further information con-

The Medical Director,

to be in the midst of a program that does Weimar Institute, P.O. Box A,
not violate the basic Biblical principles I Weimar, CA 95736. (91 6) 637-

have tried to adhere to.

Physician’s Observation

During our first hour of history/physicai
exam consult, Levi expressed his needs at
a level of motives seldom discussed until

“later: to will to do God’s will in  appetite
~control-and-financial -consistency: -Until-

now his efforts to give friendship and spiri-
tual leadership to a group of young boys as
counselor has been dwarfed by a body
image of 416 pounds.

God’s diet, exercise, hydrotherapy and
water drinking, fresh air and regular sleep

"began Levi’s restoration. His weight de-

creased to 388.5 pounds, and the fear of

NEWSTART HOMESTYLE REPORT

Greetings from Ruth’s Home in Hinsdale, Ill.
By Norma Jean Choiniere, Nursing student, Hinsdale Hospital

Alster most seminars and cooking pleted NEWSTART HOMESTYLE after

classes people go their own way, but not so Dottie and Earl Allen’s stay in 1983.

with the Hinsdale, Illinois, group who com-

ass0c1atlons etc.

four Breadmake classes.

BI{EADMAI(E

Breadmake is a proven community outreach program for hospitals, churches,
colleges, private organizations and individuals who wish to establish public v151b111ty
and credibility. Classes can be scheduled with youth groups, clubs, elementary
schools, recreation and adult education departments senior citizen groups, tenants

Training involves participation in the practice teachmg of Breadmake sessions.
Training fee of $100 covers instruction and your personal Breadmake Instructor’ s
Manual with cassettes, sales presentation binder, banner and apron.

Contact Dottie Allen, Box A, Weimar, CA 95736 for full details.

After the closeness and sharing for four

Instructor Trainin

(will be held Sunday, April 22 at Weimar Institute)

Reaching Out To Your Community

]

- Training is offered on a non-discriminatory basis. Desirable applicant characteris-
tics include capacity for moderate physical activity, healthy, neat appearance,
friendly attitude and organizational ability. Initial certification is granted for one
year during which instructors assure continued certification by conducting at least

b LB

weeks, this group made plans to stay to-
gether and continue to meet once a month
for sharing and encouragement. They
called themselves ‘“The New Style Cooking
Class of 1984”” and this is their report:

“Seven supporting people join together
once a month for a wholesome meal. Each
member gets a chance to bring a new dish
using all healthful ingredients, and share
with the group the likes and dislikes. The
challenge comes with the husbands’ opin-
ions on it! We found that most former meat
eaters like a crumbly consistency from the
nut loaves (similar to the ole hamburg).
By adding carrots and celery and not
packing down the nut loaves, we found the
way to reach our men’s hearts and the
transition we needed.

We share daily events such as finding
healthful new restaurants, how to order
when eating out—and our special topic is
learning how to shop in a health food store
without snitching here a little, there a
little.

We enjoy Ruth’s player piano which pro-
vides good exercise after our meal.

Our theme song is the ‘Michell Turn-
over’—we all express that our diets are
turning over a new leaf, thanks to
NEWSTART HOMESTYLE! *

We are anxiously awaiting the next 8 les-
sons in NEWSTART HOMESTYLE, espe-
cially the menu planning featured in the
first lesson. -

S I TS R S R E E RN

fOPMEREKEE RS awddad

4111 ext. 401.
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is o multi d ministry whose
keyno'e is SERVICE. Working in harmony with the
basic tenets of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, the
Institute is comprised of physicians, educators and
other laymen. Our primary goa! is to uplift God's char-
acter as the One who restores His image in His people
on earth. Weimar | s to the physical
the mental and the spiritual aspects of humanity. We
desire that the free gift of God's righteousnaess, as re-
vedled in the person of His son Jesus Christ — our
anly source of salvation — shall become mare believ;
able ta others because of this service to which we
have been called. -

ADMINISTRATION
Robert L. Fillman presid

NN rsersnssanonensnsrrassens ....Secretary
Ad.

ator

Public Relatians/Personne!

WEIMAR COLLEGE
Howard Hardcastle.........cuveerens .Dean of the College
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Miltan Crane, MD.......coceerveeersinnns Medical D:rec'or
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Ken Baker, JO James Richmond, MD
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Sherman DeVine, MD
Herb Douglass, PhD
Gerald Fillmare DD$
Merrit Harning, MD
Donald Kirkman
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Charles Starnes

Ralph Sturgill
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Charles Tam, MD
Marilyn Wilcox
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Erhardt Zinke, MO

Alan R. Magie, PhD
Darothy Moore
Jeri Orr

WEIMAR INSTITUTE BULLETIN
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Weimar Institute is a non-profit organization oper-
ating under section 501 (c) (3) of the internal Revenue
Code Tax deduchble receipts will be issued for cash -
ians and in ach of material gifts..
The Institute may be named to recelve a bequesf by
will, The appropriate d s
institute, Weimar, Califarnia 95736. Deferred gifts by
wills or trusts will be gratefully received.

OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Thursdoy 8:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M.
Friday: 8:00 A.M.-4:00 P.M.
Sabbath and Sunday Closed
Telephane: Business line (916) 637-4111 or 878-7222
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culation Department, Weimar Institute, Box A,
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as new — ing if possible an add abel from
~arecent issue.
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Carl Jones

It was in 1977 while attending a
seminar conducted by Elder Dick Winn
that I first heard of Weimar and the plans
to establish a health-education outpost
center. When I visited Weimar Institute to
help clean up the grounds Lrealized there

were needs for .maintenance. SotI re

quested to be included in the -group who
were getting the project started and was
graciously accepted.

‘On July 31, 1977, I moved into the quar-
ters assxgned to me. After a short vacation

me.

One task given me was that of operating
the water treatment plant which supplies
the water for the Institute. This was an
area of which I was totally unfamiliar. SoI
attended an evening class offered at a
nearby college and learned the fundamen-
tals of operating such a plant. Along with
this I have charge of the key and locksmith
shop and the various tasks of a mainte-
nance carpenter. -

I am thankful fo have been a part of the
development of Weimar Institute. It has
grown from a small group of about 15 per-
sons to the present staff of 85 who, with de-
pendents, constitute a “family” of 155.
When we add the students and health
guests our population numbers nearly 300.

The agriculture program has progressed
from Manzanita brush to orchards, gar-
dens and greenhouses; the NEWSTART
Health Center from empty wards fo a suc-
cessful life-style enhancement program;
the college from an ideal to a reality; and
the outpost concept to an outreach van and
inner-city ministry. But we still have need
for growth in these areas.

I thank God and the Weimar administra-
tive staff for permitting me to have a part
in Weimar’s development. I especially
enjoy the family atmosphere among the
staff, facully, students and health guests,
which makes life in this place unique and
wholesorne,

On the evidence of God’s providences,

we face the future with confidence for the.

continuing growth of Weimar Institute to-
ward the greater goals we have not yet
reached.

Ireturned fo assume the dutles ass1gned to

Senior

In May of 1977 we heard of a pro-
posed health center to be established at
Weimar, California, and made a frial run
in our recently purchased 5th wheel trailer
and fruck to see the place. We arrived a
day and a half before the announced Open
House for May 28. When we saw the tre-
mendous amount of work needing to be
done on the rundown property we got busy
helping to prepare for the open house the

next day. Instead of the anticipated three

or four hundred visitors, an overwhelming

crowd of a thousand people or more began

arriving several hours before expected.
Before this we had been thinking of re-

tiring from Harris Pine Mills in Watson-

ville, CA, and touring the country to visit
various Seventh-Day Adventist institu-
tions, stopping a few days or weeks at each
place and offering volunteer assistance in
exchange for parking and cafeteria pnv-
ileges.

Two weeks after the Open House we

stopped overnight again at Weimar with

our trailer on the way to visit family mem-
bers in South Dakota and Michigan. On our
return trip to Weimar in August we were

invited to join the growing staff on a volun-

Citizens

John and Beulah Simms

Ilvan and Ina Canaday

My wife and I came to Weimar on
September 14 as- retired farmers. If
anyone would have told us six months ago
of our present situation we would have
probably thought it a big joke. We knew
very little about Weimar and certainly had
no plans to work here.

About seven years ago .through provi-
dential circumstances we left our two
farms in eastern Washington in the hands
of our son Jim, and went to Belize, Central
America, to help in agriculture at a small
lay-ministry mission being operated by
Dr. Raymond Mundall. We acquired land,
built our house, and planted several kinds
of fruit trees and vegetables. We had

planned for this to be our home for the re-
maining years of our lives, but...“My
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are

your ways My ways, saith the Lord.” Isa.
55.

R

And again through miraculous circum-
stances we found ourselves leaving our
home under the care of a young, dedicated

Belizian family who was going to continue’

this “‘mission field” with our help from the
States
So here we are at Weimar Instltute' Iam

assisting Oliver Edwards who is the farm
manager. We have known Oliver for some

. 40 years but did not know he was at

Weimar until just before we came. My
wife isin charge of on-campus {ourism and
interdepartment mail service here at the
Institute. We have never lived in or experi:
enced an atmosphere of camaraderie as is
manifested among those living here.
Heaven will be much like this and we want
to be there!

teer basis. So we returned home, placed
our house and extra car up for sale — they
both sold in one week — disposed of excess
possessxons, and moved to Weimar. We
. lived in our trailer for two months until a
! house was made habitable for us to oc-
cupy. By then we could see how doors had
been closed and others opened for some
time to prepare and guide us to Weimar.
Sowe came no further than Weimar, and

, have been laboring here ever since — al-

most seven years. It has been a real pi-
oneer experience for the original small
staff, especially the first two years - long
hours, hard work, and seemingly slow pro-
gress. . :
Right from the start maintenance and

- refurbishing of existing facilities and

equipment have been a continuing opera-
tion, and I have devoted full time to this
work. My wife, Beulah, has continually
helped with “special projects’” and many
essential details, has established a Flower-
Decoration Workshop, furnished appro-
priate arrangements for health guests and
staff dining rooms and for special events.
She also works on the bulletins and other
Weimar publications, as well as helping
staff and students in various ways.

Ham radio station WA6DGD is my fa-
vorite hobby, and as a “voice of Weimar”
it has provided a contact for staff and stu-
dents with many stations throughout the
" United States and the world.

Having been associated with Weimar on
campus right from the start we are im-
pressed with the daily mn‘acles, both
major and minor, that occur in the life and
development of health guests, the students
and staff, and the Institute as a growing
operatlon Also we are inspired by the high
quality of Christian students and staff
members with their talents who are at-
tracted to this place where we are striving
to follow God’s “blue print” in education
and healthful living,

We can see that God’s hand is leading
and guiding the progress here at Weimar
through all the difficulties of development,
andwearethaxﬂtfultohaveapartmlt

; ~ —John & Beulah Simms

=z



'W. F. & Hazel Riley

By chance or by direction? At times
we may have thought it was by chance.
For instance, the day I picked up a little
paper at a friend’s home telling of the
plans and challenges of Weimar Institute.
It may have been only chance; but was it
chance that Dr. Raymond Moore should
write to Hazel and me inviting us to come
to one of the first Weimar Institute meet-
ings? We had purchased ten acres of pine
and cedars in the beautiful Sierra foothills
— here was to be our “Garden of Eden”.
Away from the world of frustrations and
disappointments. But this was not to be.
We proposed, but God disposed. And as we
look back over the past six years (in
March), we would not have had it other-
wise. Instead of the fruit of one apple tree
this year we saw the fruit of fifty. Instead
of one or two peach trees we have seen the
fruit of our planting of a hundred peach
trees, not to mention berries, grapes, and
one other Weimar product of which we are

Weimar

extremely proud — students. It is the grad-
uates and undergraduates that glve us the
impetus to keep going. = -

In the past Weimar T.B. hospltal may
have been noted as the last resting place
for sick humanity, but today Weimar Insti-
tute is noted for its ability to put new life
into the ill and aging. And complementary
to this it is becoming noted for the quality
of young people who attend Weimar (
lege. Tt is these that will make Weimar
mous, and Hazel and I count it a privilege
to open our home three times a week that
up to a dozen students may come and

sworship there. To cry with, to laugh with,
‘to work with, to pray with — these ded-

icated students are what give us the lift we
need to keep going through our seventies,

No, it was not chance; rather we believe
it was God’s hand that gently led us to
Weimar.

Dr. Fred Riley is the head of the Agriculture Department
of Weimar College.

The Parkers, Ken and Arline, ar-
rived at Weimar Institute in August of
1978, following a chain of events that
showed to them the Lord was directing
their lives to this place. They located their
19 foot motor home below the chapel on one
of the RV pads, and this was their living

quarters and “temporary” location for 22

months. During this time they helped re-
model a small building (the former “paint
shop”’) which is now their home. .

They both went to-work the Monday
after their arrival. Arline started in food
service where she worked for three years.
Then she was asked to manage the Wei-
mart, the on-campus ‘“‘country store”. She
worked in that capacity for two years. Now
she is working in the Bulletin Office taking

Ken and ‘Arline Parker

care of ““circulation”. She says her work in
these areas has been very gratifying and
rewarding.

Ken was assigned to constructlon which
involved many jobs. Soon he was made su-
pervisor of the housekeeping and custodial
department. This is still his responsibility.
In addition to this have been the jobs of
campus salvage and a recycling program.

They have made many friends over the
years of fellowship with students and staff.
They say they have seen : ziraculous things
happen here in the NEWSTART _heal
program, the spiritual and physxca
changes at Weimar, and are glad for the -
small part God has aliowed them to have
in this Christian haven of service. They
plan to stay until the Lord has another di-
rection for them to go.

Carl and Bessie Anderson

My ﬁmrk at Weimar Institute
takes in teachmg in the area of the Social

‘Sciences both in the college and the

academy, and teaching one class in the ed-
ucational department. I average three
classes each quarter, two-thirds of these

classes are involved in the college area.

I came to Weimar in March, 1981 to

teach two college courses in ‘the spring.

quarter of the 1980-81 school year. I was in-
vited here by Dr. Colin Standish, then aca-
demic dean of Weimar College. At the time
of the invitation I was pastoring in the
British Columbia Conference on Van-
couver Island.

Shortly after beginning my teaching
here at Weimar I was so favorably im-

pressed with the program that I applied

for permanent tenure and was accepted as
a teacher in the area of Social Sciences in-
volving subjects such as World History,’
History of the Christian Church, SDA
Church History, and Cultural Geography.
When the academy program began I was
further asked to teach American History
and Government to the eleventh and
twelfth grades.

This is my third year now at Weimar.

This fall quarter I was “loaned” to Hart-
land Institute in Virginia to help them in
their educational program. While there I
taught three classes, tutored one, and

monitored the American history class for
the Weimar Academy by mail. We are
very happy to once more rejoin the

" Weimar family.

I have attemptedtoretlrestxm&smmy
career, but with 47 years of teaching it’s
hard to stop. I have spent 3 years in min-
isterial work in the Central California Con-
ference and the British Columbia
Conference, 40 years in conference
schools, and now 7 years in lay ministry
work.

Bessie and I are designated as ‘‘senior
citizens”. As long as the word ‘“senior”
does not denote ‘‘senile” we are happy to
accept this honorable title. We continue to
feel younger every day due to the per-

petual infusion of youth from the student
body of Weimar College and Weimar
Academy, and certainly because of the
b%:ssing's God bestows. We really love this
place.
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Weimar Video Productions

Imagine a group of friends gathered
at someone’s home one evening to watcha
video tape. So far this scenario doesn’t
sound out of the ordinary until you realize
that they are not watching a major movie
release, but a program on hydrotherapy.
This program is telling of the benefits of
hydrotherapy and instructing them on how
they can do it at home.

It is our dream to provide lay people and
colporteurs with tools that they can use to

educate people on various topics. Hydro-

therapy is just one possibility we are plan-
ning. We would like to see Elder Dick Winn
give a family life and a Bible study series.
Other ideas are instructional medical
tapes that any lay person could understand
on such topics as dieting, exercise, nuiri-
tion and cancer. We may even do some
special programing for the deaf. We see
that there is a need for high quality video
programing on these important topics.
All of these ideas came about as a result
of a donation we received at the beginning

of the 1982/83 school year. One of our
Newstart guests donated to the Institute a
home 1/2 inch video recorder, a home
color video camera and a big-screen TV.
Using this and other borrowed video equip-
ment we began to make various inhouse
video productions. One of the first things
we did was to produce a 9 minute program
explaining our Newstart Health Program.
By the end of the year we had produced a
video yearbeok for the college students.

About the time the video yearbook was
produced an idea was conceived called
Newstart Homestyle. The idea behind this
program is to give people the tools that
they need to do home cooking schools. One
of the tools that is included in the kit is a
video tape containing 4 physicians lectures
on various nutritional topics. Now that the
Newstart Homstyle program is underway
we see the growing need of upgrading our
video equipment.

Up until now. we have been producing
these video programs by simply editing

from one home machine to another. Unfor-
tunately our needs are rapidly outgrowing
the capabilities of our equipment. In order
to provide the high professional quality de-
manded by the general public we must
begin to produce our programs on 3/4 inch
video equipment. We must raise approxi-
mately 70 thousand dollars for this equip-
ment. This will include a 3/4 inch editing
system, 2 cameras, a switching board and
various other production tools.

How can you help? First by your prayers

of support for this project. You can also
help us by either donating equipment or
funds. Please make checks payable to
Weimar Institute, Attn. Video Depart-
ment.

We believe that video is a tool that can
successfully be used by God today to reach
people who are used to watching TV and
who need to be educated in the areas of
health, religion and social life. Video can
be a very graphic way of illustrating topics’

* in all these three areas.

College Homecoming Alumni Weekend will run from Friday, May 5 at 7 p.m. to Sunday
noon May 7.

The schedule will include sharing times, a panel discussion about team ministries, and
a talk from Greg Harper about church growth as it relates to the Weimar College
alumnus. There will also be an alumni update, a college update, as well as some unstruc-

tured time for renewing old friendships.

To reserve rooms, please write or call Weimar Institute.
Weimar Institute, P.O. Box A., Weimar, Calif. 95736. (916) 637-4111

A the Weimar Van Ministry trains

: more students, sees more people and goes

to more places we have wanted a way to
share the value of this fremendously effec-
tive ministry. Until we have the funds over
and above operating expense we have been
frustrated without being able to publish a
newsletter—but how can you know about
all the lives touched unless you hear or
read? So, we’d like to inform you through a
corner of the Bulletin how God is blessing
the people we see and blessing those who
minister to them.

Exciting things happened in February
when we Screened 91 people in 5% hours

bers at one time plus others waiting out-
side. Usually if there were 3 or 4 clients
aboard people didn’t want to wait. This
day not one person said they wouldn’t wait
for their turn. Not only were they patient
but so eager to have our literature that we
had to fill our 3 literature racks 4 times be-

pieces of literature, 34 people were found

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 4
COMMUNITY HEALTH SERVICES

VAN MINISTRY

land could see 11 clients plus 5 feam mem--

fore the day was over! We gave out 92

to have borderline hypertension and 24

above that were referred to their doctors. §:.

Another awesome Sunday in February
brought us 86 people in 4 hours.in a Mall
that had turned down our initial request to
work ghere when the Van first started. The
Physical Fitness Profile team was also
with us with Rocci and Dorthea Sarli’s pro-
‘gram and 83 of our clients also went thru
their program. Denise Matlean, who engi-
neered the site locaton also coordinated a
team to promote the Weimar Bakery prod-
ucts and sold many loaves of Weimar
bread and macaroons. This time coordina-
tion of the 4 departments flowed very
smoothly and held the interest of people in
all 3 areas. NEWSTART Homestyle was
promoted as well as the NEWSTART Pro-

gram, the Outpatient Clinic, and a Health'

talk given by Dr. Milton Crane, director of
the Medical Department. Most of all, God
was honored, His love was freely demon-
strated and His plan for man generated
sincere interest.

Higher Education continued

sions have not tapped thelr full potential
for ministry.

What an exciting challenge it would be to
see Christian colleges specialize in voca-
tional and professional ministries — to
truly be about the Father’s business
during these closing pre-advent years.

- Such a bold adventure would not come

without opposition, but the work of God

might progress far beyond our highest ex-
pectations.

“With such an army of workers as our
youth, rightly trained, might furnish, how
soon the message of a crucified, risen, and
soon-coming Saviour might be carried to
the whole world! How soon might the end
come — the end of suffering and sorrow
and sin! (Eduecation, page 271)

ORDER

More next time—

At Last!

A pre-packaged cooking schodl ready for YOU to present! Just think how convenient it

would be if...

...the printed handouts and recxpes were all prepared
..NEWSTART physicians gave ‘the health lectures

...you had tried-and-tested recipes using all healthful mgredlents
...someone else shopped for hard-to-get items

...the classes were held in a comfortable home setting.

The NEWSTART HOMESTYLE kit does all this and more for you! Use it in your own

home or for a group.
Each kit-includes:
*Four physicians’ lectures on video tape

*Ten participants’ control books complete with printed recipes and nutritional mforma

tion

*An instructor’s manual for you with thorough step-by-step instructions
*Hard-to-get health foods you will need for demonstrations.
Write or call us for details: NEWSTART HOMESTYLE Weimar Institute, Box A,

Weimar, CA 95736, (916) 637-4111

BAKERY

90° Corn Bread
90° Five Grain
90° Lumberjack
90° Oat
90 Raisin
90° Rye
90° Sprouted Wheat
90¢ Sunny Soya
- 190° Wheat Free
90° Whole Wheat
90¢ Sprouted Wheat-Salt Free
90° Whole Wheat-Salt Free
1.25.. . Granola
1.25s.  Granola-Salt Free
1.25 Whole Wheat Dinner Rolls-18 per pkg.
1.00 Coconut Macaroons-One Dozen
90° Bread Stix

Bread must be ordered in boxes of 20 loaves. You can mix the box.
with an assortment of bread. We ship via U.P.S., so a home or
business address is necessary. Invoice must be enclosed Please
don’t pay in advance.

- PHONE ....ccoeriiinnriiccrrecccrrecnnes

FORM

City

R ERE

i
“

9 g w9 oy

..................... STATE......ZlP..........

Send to Weimar Bakery, Weimar Institute, Box A Wmmar, CA 95736




‘“‘Screwtape’’ Revisited

Satan, that old devil, told his angels
that the churches were asleep. He told his
angels that he would increase his power
and his lying and hold these churches
within his grip. ‘

But; ‘he said, our agencies of evil are
combining forces and consolidating. We
are strengthening for the last great crisis.
Great changes are soon to take place in
this world, and the final movements will be
rapid ones. :

Hear me now. ,

We must keep our powers at work to di-
vert the minds of Christians from eternal
realities. We will arrange matters to suit
our purposes. Worldly business, sports, the
fashions of the day — keep these things oc-
cupying the minds of men, women and es-
pecially children — as well as amusements
and unprofitable reading which will spoil
their judgment. ,

We must be cunning. Not too open and
bold. Keep the temptations disguised so
that the Christians energies become
aroused and they are victims of their own
human reasoning. For when Christians
start advocating that we do not exist, we

will then take them captive and begin:

working through them to.a great extent,
harassing, tempting and misleading
others who are following God.

Do not forget, my angels of evil, I was

once an exalted angel. My rebellion shut *

me out of heaven, but it did not destroy my
powers or make me a beast. Since my fall,
I have turned my mighty strength against
the government of heaven. I have become

more artful, and I have learned the most

successful manner in which to come to the
children of men with my temptations.
When I told Eve in Eden “Ye shall not

Bob Puelz

surely die,” I preached the very first
sermon on the immortality of the soul. My
sermon was S0 successful, terrible results
have followed ever since. I have brought

‘many minds to receive that sermon as

truth, and many Christian ministers
preach it, sing, it and pray it.
One of my most successful fables with

which to deceive was when I commenced

in heaven a war against the foundation of

God’s government. Even after my fall, I [

carried on my rebellion against the law of
God, and I brought the mass of professed
Christians to trample under their feet the
fourth commandment, which brings to
view their living God. I tore down the orig-
inal Sabbath of the decalogue, and substi-
tuted in its place one of the laboring days
of the week.

The sect of Sabbath-keepers, this church

we hate. They are continually working
against us, and taking from us our sub-

jects, to keep the hated law of God. Go, an- -

Princess Loaf e

1 ¢. ww bread crumbs
2 ¢. brown rice - cooked
1/2 ¢. chopped walnuts
1 ¢. sesame milk

1 tsp. Vegex

1 med. onion

1 ¢. chopped celery

1 Thsp. dried parsely

Put in blender: sesame milk and onion.

Blend

slightly. Pour info mixing bowl and add to rest of in-
gredients. Bake at 350° for 1 hour. .

Tomato-Cashew
Dressing

2 c. tomatoes

11/2 c. pimientoes

1 ¢. cashews

1/4 c. sunflower seeds
1/4 c. lemon juice

1 tsp. salt

1 tsp. gariic powder

1 1/2 tsp. onion powder

1/2 tsp. celery seeds (ground)

1 Thsp. Chicken Seasoning
1 Tbsp. Yeast Flakes

Blend all ingredients then add:

“1/4 ¢. chopped olives
:1/4 ¢. minced onion

1/4 c. minced peppers
1/4 c. chopped tomatoes.
Chill and serve.

(Taken from the Weimar Kitchen.)

[Dan Haines and Ki Chul-Kim.

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

gels of evil, and make the possessors of
lands and money drunk with cares. If you
can make them care more about their pos-
sessions and money, then they will care
less about the process of Christ’s kingdom
or the spread of the truths that we hate so
much. Present the world before them in
the most attractive light, that they may
love and idolize it. We must keep in our
ranks all the means of which we can gain
control. The more means the followers of
Christ devote to His service, the more they
will injure our kingdom by getting our sub-
jects. As they appoint meetings in dif-
ferent places, we are in danger. Be very
viligant then. Cause disturbance and con-
fusion wherever possible. Destroy love for
one another. Discourage and dishearten
their ministers, for we hate them. En-
courage their ministers to argue among
themselves about the law of God and their
doctrine. Present every plausible excuse
to those who have means, lest they hand it
out. Control the money matters if you can,
and drive their ministers and administra-
tors to want and distress. This will weaken
their courage and zeal. Battle every inch
of ground. Make covetousness and love of

earthly treasures the ruling traits of their
character. As long as these traits rule, sal-
vation and grace stand back. Crowd every
attraction around them, that their hateful
influence will not be exercised to lead
others to heaven. When any shall attempt
to give, put within them a grudging dispo-
sition, that it may be sparingly.

Attack their college age for they are bub-
bling with questions and new ideas. Do not
allow them to study the Bible. Confuse the
college’s faculty and staff that their real
purpose will be forgotten and they will feel
commonly overworked and underpaid.
Forever confront them with issues and
controversy that they lose sight of Christ
and debate among themselves so that col-
lege students see complexity on their faces
and hear lack of sincerity in their voices.

Be awake angels of darkness, for our
days are numbered. Be constantly enticing
Christians, cause confusion, especially for
Sabbath-keepers, for they are the closest
to the truth and we must destroy them.

\ Editors Note: See Testimonies to Min-
isters pp. 472-495;. Spirit of Prophecy

‘Volume 4, pp 337-340.

Isatontheedgeofmychairasllis-

fitened to the speaker in chapel that night.

The speaker was in charge of Student Mis-
sionaries for the Far Eastern Division of
Seventh-day Adventist missions overseas.
Could God be calling me to go to a foreign
country? How could He be? There was so
much to do here! There were already other
opportunities of a lifetime in good old
America. And besides, that would mean
postponing an already long-overdue grad-
uation into “God’s work.” In the days that
followed the idea of opening that door to
the foreign mission field persisted.
Knowing how the Lord had led me in the
past, I decided to do whatever was in my
power to open the avenues of His provi-
dence. This is where the paperwork began,
and interviews and screening and writing
letters and getting a passport. Now as in
the beginning, it is a matter of prayer.
First, because I must be sure of my being
in harmony with God’s will. And second,
because I am unable to carry the costs in-
volved by myself. This is where you can
help. - )
M

name is Dan Haines and my friend in

the picture is Ki Chul Kim. Ki Chul is a
classmate of mine here at Weimar College
and a native Korean. My call from the
General Conference of Seventh-day Ad-
ventists is to Seoul, Korea, as an English
language teacher. Ki Chul has been telling
me, ever since he found out that I might be
sent to his home-sweet-home, how much
his country needs people with the knowl-§ .
edge we have as a people. Korea is very
open to Christianity and many exciting de-
velopments are taking place today. But as
in many countries of the Far East the har-
vest is great and the workers are few.

If you can help, please send your contri-
butions to: Weimar College Student Mis-
sionary Fund, Box A, Weimar, CA 95736. I
truly wish to serve the Lord wherever He
leads. But if for some reason I am not able
to go, these funds will be used to help send
other students to the mission field; to bring
Jesus’ message of salvation into the lives
of foreign peoples and to enrich each stu-
dent with the culture of another land.
Imagine that! The iblity of you and I
being personally called to do what we
for God’s people in another part of th
world. God bless you!

AT‘J?)TE ABOUT OUR PHONE SYSTEM

Having difficulty making phone contact with the Institute?

We have made every effort to be available by phone 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
During office hours and Sundays, our main switchboard takes our calls through mul-
tiple lines. During off-hours, however, the home operators have only one incoming
line available to them. So, if you call in during these hours and don’t get an answer,
the linie is busy. Just wait a few minutes and try again. It costs you nothing to keep
trying, and your call should go through in a short time.

Thank you for your cooperation and patience.
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From our

haplain

Sovereignty Run Amuck

By Dick Winn

V i’ hat do the following questions or
comments have in common? See if you can
spot a common assumption in each of
them.

“Why did God let my child die?”

“If God wants me to get that Job I’ll get
lt »”

“T believe God wants us to get married.”

“I'm waiting to see which college God
wants me to attend.”

One thing’s for sure, all of these sound
like very devout trusting comments. All of

“Is it not possible that a
great deal of what goes on
in this world is not at all
God’s will?”’

them assumie that God is involved in our
life, but there is something deeper running
through each of them. If you listen closely
to some of the subtle meanings, one could
almost begin looking for the strings at-
tached to the person’s wrists and
stretching upward into heaven.

You see, each of them seems to asstime

something about God’s sovereignty. Each
of them assumes that all that happens on
this earth is an expression of God’s sover-
eign will, and that the scope for human
freedom is very limited, perhaps even in-
significant.

Perhaps we had better take a look at this
“sovereign”’. For all the attention it gets
from Christians and especially from theo-
logians, it is worth noting that the word
does not show up in the Bible. The mean-
ings which surround the word ‘‘sovereign”
are more strongly shaped by our experi-
ences with totalitarian kings and absolute
rulers. It implies that because a person is
in charge, because he is strong and abso-
lute, he needs reference to no one in his
kingdom. What he expresses happens and
no one dares counter his sovereign will.

It’s surprising how much of our current
thinking about the Christian life can be in-
fluenced by an extreme emphasis on God’s
sovereignty. Unfortunately, we don’t often
examine the assumptions. We believe that
whatever happens is God’s will, which
doesn’t leave much room for the devil. Is
God in the business of causing little chil-
dren to die? Is God in the business of
starting wars? Is there not another sinister

force at work in the universe with a large.. .

ORDER NOW!!

WITH MANY EXCITING NEW £
IDEAS FOR TASTE
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scope of freedom to act? Is it not possible
that a great deal of what goes on in this
world is not at all God’s will? Indeed, I be-
lieve He is more grieved than we at the tra-
gedy.

Is it not also possible that God has

. granted to us a large scope of accounta-

bility for our own choices? How else can
we learn the consequences of bad choices

and the inherent rewards of good choices:

unless He backs off and says, “Make your
own choices?”’

Take for example, the comment quoted
above, “I believe God wants us to get mar-
ried.” Imagine such a couple committing
matrimony. Then imagine that several
years into the marriage they begin to have
problems. It appears that the blend is not a
good one. They may even split. And who
gets the blame? The sovereign God who
“made it all happen.”

We humans, you see, don’t much enjoy
bearing accountabmty for " our own

sovereign ‘God. But it is evident that the
enemy is behind this. He’s the one that
wants God to get a black eye-as:a result of
foolish human choices.

Yes, I'm sure that God is all powerful.
I'm sure He is all knowing, and I'm sure

: “Take a truth, make it
THE truth and if becomes
UNtruth.”

that He restrains His power that we might
also come to know some of the principles of
the kingdom which He knows.

Every theologlcal error begins with a
truth that is stretched too far. Take a

- truth, make it THE truth and it becomes

UNtruth Let’s continue our quest to know
God as He really is.

choices. We would almost rather blame a
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